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Chamber of Commerce Annual

Meeting

The Laurens Chamber of Commerce
held its annual meeting on Monday,
January 14th at the Laurens Country
Club.

Tom Grau, director of the Pocahon-
tas County Development Commission
was the speaker.

President Ken Kunickis called the
business meeting to order. He gave a
synopsis of the past year’s events. Elec-
tion of directors was held. Glenda Mul-
der, Kathy Sangwin, Ashley Sindergard
and Ken Kunickis join Don Aschen-
brenner, Bill Mather and Jan Hersom as
directors. After the meeting, the board
met and elected Don Aschenbrenner as

president and Bill Mather as vice-presi-
dent. Connie Dallenbach agreed to stay
on as secretary and Kristy Mather will
remain as treasurer.

Save March 24th as the next quar-
terly meeting. You do not have to own a
business to be a member of the Cham-
ber. You can join as an associate mem-
ber. For details contact Connie Dal-
lenbach.  Join the Chamber and help
fulfill its mission to "cultivate, promote
and support economic opportunities and
community enrichment by providing
leadership and services to its members
and the community.”
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L-M
Consolidation

A ‘63 Grad Offers His Thoughts

Submitted by Rick Davis

en it comes to schools in
the small towns of lowa,
consolidation can seem like a

four-letter word in a Machiavellian sort of
way. Case in point: The uncertain future
of Laurens-Marathon School.

From 1,800 miles away, here’s one Lau-
rens native who has heard the deafening
whispers about the old alma mater getting
swallowed up some time in the future. It
would re-emerge fractionally as part of an
amalgam with Pocahontas Area, Newell-
Fonda, Albert City-Truesdale and maybe
a couple other outposts that fell through
the educational cracks 25 years ago.

My, my, shout some of us in the sappy,
old guard: How could this happen? Alas,
we're thinking with our hearts instead of
our noggins. Too heavy on the nostalgia
and leaning into a strong wind while fail-
ing to wake up and smell the ammonia.
When I sauntered down those hallowed
halls of Laurens High for the last time
as a graduating senior in May 1963, 1
figured the place would be home turf for
the Elks forever. Survival (via consolida-
tion) -- driven by changing demographics
and shrinking enrollment -- wasn’t even
a fleeting notion. Then, in 1976, when
it became Laurens-Marathon, home of

the Chargers (instead of the Elks), and

Continued on page 4



Thank You, Iowa!

Sweetheart
Dinner ¢
Dance

Marathon Community
Center proudly pres-
ents a “Sweetheart Dinner and Dance”
Friday, February 15, 2008, featuring the
Band"100 Proof". Dinner is served at
7:00 p.m. with your choice of Chicken
or Lasagna. Dance from 8:00 p.m.

to 12:00 midnight, and receice one

free drink per ticket. For reservations,
contact: Nyle Burns - 712-289-6173, or
Kathy Schulz - 712-289-4204. Cost is
$20 per person (dinner and dance) or $5
per person (dance only).

The Ambassador Company, publishers
of My Favorite Book and The Way To
Go, would like to thank the 96 cities
and towns in central and western Iowa
who have partnered with us for up to 20
years. Thank you also to the 500 plus
civic-minded individuals and businesses
who have sponsored our character pro-
gram for every child in first and fourth-
grades for successive school years. My
district includes all of Iowa west of Inter-
state 35. These children are our future.
They will make us proud! Say thank you
to sponsors in your town! HERE ARE
A FEW OF OUR ALL-STARS: Vol II
Theresa Sandvig-Laurens State Bank, 16
years; J.H. Pohlman-Laurens Equip-
ment Company, 12 years. For more

information, please contact:

Carter McCann, Ambassador Com-
pany District Manager, 402-292-6340;
cgm707@cox.net; 416 Sullivan Cr., Bel-
levue, NE, 68005.

2nd & Main

Submitted by Dale Hanisch

The Laurens Motor Co. was the Chevy
dealership which was located on 2nd and
Main. It was owned and managed by
Lawrence Hanisch in partnership with
Dale Norton of H & N Chevrolet in
Spencer, lowa. It started in 1949 and
went until 1956.

Rumor has it.....

lowa Ils*ust et

will unveil new bank and community room plans

to the public

Thursday, January 31, 20086
at Fumars Fub in Laurens

00 pom, to 700 pm.

Hors d'oeuvres and beverages will be served
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Towa Trust ¢ Savings Announces Plans

Iowa Trust & Savings Bank recently an-
nounced plans to start construction of a
new building in Laurens. After 35 years in
the same location, the new bank facility
will be located at the corner of Main and
Second Street in downtown Laurens.
Construction is scheduled to begin in
late March and be completed by Novem-
ber 1, 2008. The public is invited to a
presentation of the new building plans,
to be held from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, January 31, 2008, at Rumors,
135 North Third Street in Laurens. The
new bank building will provide full bank-
ing services to customers. A teller drive-up
window, drive-up ATM, depository night
drop box, safe deposit boxes and expanded
agricultural and commercial loan services
will be offered in the new location. The
Iowa Trust & Savings Bank building will
also include a community room available
for the public to use free of charge.

Insurance Insight
With Woodley Insurance & Real Estate

Insurance doesn’t have to be confus-
ing! Look for us here each week as we
briefly outline general insurance top-
ics that will help shed light on some
frequently asked insurance questions. If
you have a specific question, give us a
call!

Do I Qualify For A Discount?

There are several discount options
available on your home and auto poli-
cies. While each company varies on the
discounts they offer, some of the more
standard discounts include: multi-policy,
claim free, good student, air bag, anti-
theft device, fire alarm/smoke detector,
and financial stability. Most of these
discounts will be automatically applied
to your policy with information given

on your application. Over the next few
weeks, we'll review these discounts and
what you need to do in order to qualify
for them.

The multi-policy discount is applied
to your policy when you maintain both
your home and auto policies with the
same company. Discounts from 5%
to 15% may be available, as well as the
billing fees that can be eliminated when
your policies are combined. A separate
discount will apply to each policy and is
automatically applied by participating
companies. Additional policies, such as
motorcycle, snowmobile, and personal
umbrella may also qualify for a discount.

Next weeks topic:
Good Grades Aren’t Just for College Anymore

WOODLEY INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE
“Satisfied Policyholders”

For All of Your Insurance and Real Estate Needs

Imvm

Agent

137 S. Third Street Bus: (712) 841-4568
P.O. Box 99 (800) 480-4568
Laurens, IA 50554 Fax: (712) 841-2426
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The community room will accom-
modate groups up to 60 people, have the
capability to video conference with other
locations, and include an area to serve pre-
pared foods. An electronic message board
is also planned that will provide commu-
nity information. Iowa Trust & Savings
Bank is an independent community bank
with three locations, including Laurens,
Emmetsburg and Cylinder.

Towa Trust was founded in 1929 and
has assets of $122 million. Laurens staff
members Cathy Pohlman, Kate Ellis and
Karen Lind have a combined 35 years of
banking experience in Laurens and invite
you to attend the presentation on the new

bank building.

Laurens United

Methodist Church

Wed. Jan. 30

7:00 p.m. ~ Personal Finance Seminar
7:30 p.m. ~ Sr. UMYF

Fri. Feb. 1

7:00 a.m. ~ Men's Bible Study
Sun. Feb. 3

9:00 a.m. ~ Sunday School

9:30 a.m. ~ Fellowship Coffee
10:30 a.m. - Worship

7:00 p.m. ~ Choir practice

Mon. Feb. 4

7:00 p.m. ~ Quilt Club

Wed. Feb. 6

Ash Wednesday-11:30 a.m. ~ Lenten
Lunch @ nursing home

4:00 p.m. ~ Confirmation

7:00 p.m. ~ Ash Wednesday Service
7:30 p.m. ~ Sr. UMYF

Thur. Feb. 7

2:00 p.m. - UMW General

Fri. Feb. 8

7:00 a.m. ~ Men's Bible Study

Sat. Feb. 9

7:00 a.m. ~ UM Men



Continued from page 1
decked out in gold and blue (instead of

red and black), I lamented the event as
more than a technicality. It tugged at my
heart strings. Even the old LHS fight song
got nuked, knocked off-key and banished
to oblivion. The goose bumps from sing-
ing it were gone forever.

But when passing years diminished
LHS memories, it also delivered shiny
new additions to the consolidated school.
Returning to Laurens a few years ago, I
marveled at the new gymnasium. Thank
goodness, though, its predecessor — the
venerable Works Projects Administration
endeavor — wasn’t demolished to make
room for “progress.” Turns out the new
gym was just part of an expansive com-
plex that included a new football field
with permanent bleachers and a press
box, an all-weather track wrapped around
all that and a new lighted baseball field.
All that, plus a bonus: A recreational
complex in the southeast end of town, fea-
turing a park, picnic area, ball fields and
other amenities. Added up, it sent my
mind hurtling back over the years to draw
comparisons. What we had for facili-
ties in the 1950s-60s -- when the town’s
population and non-consolidated school
enrollment was significantly greater than
at present — represents a woeful contrast.

LHS had no track — not even a dirt
oval. The unlighted baseball field was
jerry-rigged to fit into available space
between the old football field (which in
itself was plagued by worn-out turf and
lacked adequate permanent seating),
the old gym and Hopkins farmland that
bordered the school’s north side. The
leftfield fence was a homer-happy, mere
230 feet from home plate. Right field and
right-center were dominated by a gravel/
fill-dirt driveway/parking lot. And the
town park? Back in those days, it featured
a swimming pool, space for summer band
concerts, the old library, picnic tables and
numerous shade trees. But not one ball
field or a pond. The Lions Club’s par-

ticipation-heavy summer youth baseball
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program was staged on makeshift fields
squeezed into the school’s playground
areas. Eventually then, you're left to
conclude that the current smorgasbord is
boffo for today’s good Laurens folks — and
their kids. Yet, oh, to have had all that 50
years ago, huh? Back then, I guess it was

too much to expect.

In trying to get a grip on all this, I
contacted my old basketball coach, Floyd
Winter, who directed an LHS Elks team
of long ago to a runner-up finish in the
all-one-division 1962 Iowa State High
School Boys Tournament. Now retired
and living in Cedar Falls, Winter eventu-
ally left Laurens to move up the coaching
ladder, and then later went into school ad-
ministration, where he also distinguished
himself. “Pocahontas County suffered one
of the largest, if not the largest, popula-
tion percentage declines in the last half
of the 20th century, Winter wrote in an
e-mail. Citing U.S. Census (1970-2000)
figures, he noted the county’s population
dropped from 12,729 in 1970 to 8,662
in 2000 (a nearly 32 percent decrease).
“Northwest Iowa lost a great number of
people. But for some reason, Pocahontas
County was hardest hit,” Winter added.
“Two factors: One is very evident and
that is the reduction of farm families
and some of the large families living on
the land. And there was the loss of jobs
through some of the manufacturing
companies and other parts of the local
economy, such as M. & J.R. Hakes whole-
sale grocery.”

Winter said school districts really have
been impacted. The recent news that Lau-
rens-Marathon will switch from 11-man
to eight-man football next fall empha-
sized his point. “The growth of eight-man
football (even with district mergers) in
Iowa has been surprising,” Winter wrote.
“There are five 11-man football divisions
and one in eight-man. Nearly 80 Iowa
schools now have eight-man football
with more considering a switch to it.”

“School mergers and consolida-
tions are difficult for communities to
undertake,” he continued. “But they
have become a necessity as academic
requirements have become increas-
ingly more rigorous and it’s become
more difficult for small districts to
offer a comprehensive, demanding
curriculum.”

Addressing the future of Laurens-
Marathon, Superintendent Iner
Joelson noted in a recent submission to
Laurens’ The Paper, that the possibility of
a regional secondary school is “feasible in
theory, but with significant challenges for
implementation.”

“The challenge of four or five (school)
districts reaching consensus has made the
concept unfeasible at this time,” Joelson
wrote. “Each district has gathered a lot
of useful data through this exploration
process. The districts have agreed to re-
main open to the possibility of revisiting
this concept in the future. The long-term
benefits of working and collaborating
together are significant and important
to future students. Fach district remains
committed to exploring relationships
and concepts that promote the highest
standards of education possible for the
region.”

Asked to comment on how school dis-
tricts with decreasing enrollment manage
to upgrade their facilities, Winter wrote,
“Those (upgrades) came about in many
communities because districts wanted to
‘stay ahead’ of districts with contiguous

Continued on page 5



Opinion

Continued from page 4

boundaries so that the school campus

in their community would be the one
that survived. The Laurens-Marathon
discussion will be interesting to follow as
this topic unfolds. Single regional high
schools in counties have been discussed
for a long time.”

Indeed, a lot seems at stake in this bat-
tle in which a laissez faire approach seems
ill-advised. Stakes? A town’s heartbeat
and energy level, perhaps? In a recent let-
ter to The Paper, 1999 Laurens-Marathon
High graduate Brian Depew put it this
way: “As rural communities struggle to
stay alive amidst declining population,
social infrastructure is one of our most
crucial resources. Communities with gro-
cery stores, drug stores and schools will be
the ones to survive to host another gen-
eration. Once these critical components
of a community begin to fade away, young
adults looking for a place to raise a family
will skip by your community in search of
one where the school is within walking
distance, rather than a long bus ride away.
By meeting the challenges of operating
a rural school in new, innovative ways,
rather than going down that road of yet
more consolidation, leaders in Laurens
can help ensure that it remains the Busiest
Little Town in Iowa.”

Bill Maurer, a Laurens native whose
father, Neil, published The Laurens Sun
for 35 years, suggested “it seems inevitable”
that Laurens-Marathon and Pocahontas
Area will merge some day with Pocahontas
a likely site choice because of its central
location.

“I say that pragmatically, void of
emotion,” e-mailed Maurer, a 1957 LHS
graduate, four-sport letterman and one of
the school’s most accomplished single-wing
tailbacks ever. “Look at the demographics.
When we were growing up, you had two or
three farm families on every section of land.
And some of them had a lot of kids. Now it
takes at least one section for one farmer to
make a go of it. And you know the num-
ber of kids doesn’t compare. I'spotted the
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trend in the early 1970s,” added Maurer,
who returned to Laurens after college and
military service and was the award-winning
Sun’s managing editor before eventually
moving to The Des Moines Register and Tri-
bune. “I saw the school census drop year af-
ter year,” added Maurer, mindful, no doubt
that the biggest LHS graduating class ever
numbered 73 in 1965, but one would have
to combine three Laurens-Marathon senior
classes to match that these days. “T had
three kids who I would have loved to send
through the school, but I wasn’t sure of the
kind of education they would get”

The Des Moines Register recently editori-
alized that the state’s goal should be to keep
elementary schools as close to home as pos-
sible, but to aim for secondary schools with
at least 300 to 500 students. Mergers have
left Iowa with 365 districts (a 5 percent
drop from 384 in the mid-1990s), includ-
ing nearly 25 percent of them with fewer
than 400 students in kindergarten through
12th grade. The editorial cited increasing
pressure to give students a more globally
competitive education. And
that flies in the face of a more
acute shortage of mathematics
and science teachers in rural ar-
cas with lower pay scales. “Towa
isn’t such a rich state it can
afford to continue maintaining
a system built for the days when
small family farms dotted the
state,” the editorial concluded.

A small-town product him-
self with roots in Buffalo Cen-
ter (1,081 population), Winter
applauded the “can-do spirit” as one of the
most important assets a community can
possess. “Attending the Laurens Quas-
quicentennial last summer, I was pleased to
see that spirit is as alive and well in Laurens
now as when our young family lived there
in the ’50s and ’60,” Winter wrote. “It was
great linking up with former players, stu-
dents and citizens. I felt pride in realizing
that several former students played major
roles in the celebration and school reunion,
especially hosting visitors from the town’s
sister city -- Laurens, France. 1 spoke to
visitors who said they originally were at-

tracted to America’s Heartland to see if the
values and ideals they had read about, and
observed in the movie “The Straight Story,
really existed.”

Moreover, Winter suggested, return-
ing alumni “probably are asking the same
questions about the future of education for
their children and grandchildren, whether
they live in California, Colorado, Chicago,
and Boston or wherever. One of the excel-
lent points made by Thomas Friedman in
his book, “The World is Flat’ was that ‘all of
our children deserve the best possible edu-
cation to compete in this global economy.””

Which brings us back to Laurens and
the cruel truth about why Elks in red and
black faded away in 76, never to return.
The same ultimate fate likely awaits the
Chargers — but not without waging a noble
fight, one suspects. And as for old-guard
diehards (like me), who remember how it
was “back in the day,” the words of Ro-
man philosopher Marcus Tullius Cicero
seem instructive: “Lez us not go over the old
ground. Let us rather prepare for what is to

come.”

A graduate of Laurens High

in 1963 and of lowa State
University in 1967, Rick Davis
lives in Temecula, Calif., and
is an occasional contributor to
The Paper. E-mail comments to
RDDavis7@verizon.net

Send Your News to
The Paper!

We Feature 100% user - gener-
ated content. It’s fun,
informative and FREE!



At the Library

with Glenda Mulder
January 29, 2008

Mark your calendars for 7 pm Wednesday,
February 13™. Laurens Police Chief Tom
Shaw and LM technology guru Matt
Vander Pool will be presenting a program
about Internet Safety. 'This will be a
good informational program for all ages.
Please plan to join us in learning to stay
safe while accessing all the great features
of the Internet.

Here’s this week’s list of new
fiction. We also have a bunch of new
paperbacks, so stop in to check those
out.

- Duma Key by Stephen King
- Critical Threat by Nick Oldham
- Gas City by Loren Estleman

- Mistress in the Art of Death by Arian
Franklin

- Sizzle and Burn by Jayne Ann Krentz
- 3 Shirt Deal by Stephen J. Cannell

- The Secret Between Us by Barbara
Delinsky

February’s book of choice is
Digging to America by Anne Tyler. This
book has been chosen by the All Iowa
Reads committee of the State Library
as their book for 2008. The purpose of
All Towa Reads is to encourage Iowans
statewide to read and talk about a single
title in the same year.  This novel is
about a collision of cultures in America.
It follows two families, one traditional
American, the other Iranian-Americans,
who adopt Korean babies. We will be
discussing this book Monday, February
25" at 7 pm. Check it out at the Laurens
Public Library!
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lowa Grocery Industry Association

Expresses Concern Over Governor Chet

Culver’s Proposed Bottle Bill Expansion

DES MOINES, Iowa — The Iowa Gro-
cery Industry Association (IGIA) today
expressed its concerns about Governor
Chet Culver’s proposed expansion to
Iowa’s Bottle Bill. Addressing the proposal
outlined by the Governor in his State of
the State Address, IGIA President Jerry
Fleagle commented, “I can’t imagine that
Towa consumers are going to stand quietly
by and allow themselves to
be taxed every time they
take a sip of pop, beer, wa-
ter or their favorite sports
drink.”

Culver’s proposal calls
for an increase in the per
container deposit from
five cents to a dime at the time of pur-
chase. However, once consumers return
their containers, the Governor proposes
that they receive only eight cents per
container back. Under his proposal, one
unreturned cent will help cover the cost
of handling the returns and the state will
keep the other.

Deposit Requires Full Return
“A deposit is only a deposit when it can
be fully recovered by the depositor,” said
Fleagle. “We're grocers, not tax collectors,
and we don’t want our store clerks to be
on the front lines of explaining to people
what the Governor’s newly created defini-
tion of the word ‘deposit’ is.”

Fleagle also expressed concern for the
Governor’s proposal from both an up-
front cost and bottle return perspective,
especially over Culver’s desire to expand
the types of containers included in the
deposit law.

“This proposal will suck tens of mil-
lions of dollars out of Iowans” pockets at
the time of their beverage purchases,” said
Fleagle. “Expanding the types of contain-
ers that carry deposits simply sets up a
scenario where people have to spend more
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money up front and are then forced to
drag even more dirty containers back to
the stores. It expands the financial burden
on consumers and increases the potential
health hazard in stores.”

Original Intent of Bottle Bill Lost
Fleagle pointed out that when the bottle
deposit concept was initially introduced,
it was an effort to decrease licter.

“The bottle bill was never
intended to be a revenue source
for the state,” said Fleagle. “At
the time, people were con-
cerned about cans and bottles
filling Iowa’s ditches. But times
have changed. We're the ‘Big
Gulp’ generation. Research
shows that only four percent of beverages
in aluminum containers are consumed
in cars while 88 percent are consumed at
home or in the office. Glass bottle rates
are even more telling — 91 percent are
consumed at home or on the premises of
a restaurant or bar. Knowing that, doesn’t
it make more sense to expand curbside
recycling options? That allows people to
recycle their containers in the places they
consume them.”

Fleagle stressed that the grocery
industry’s primary interest is providing
clean stores where people can purchase
safe food.

“Let me be clear — grocers don’t want
to collect anyone’s deposit nickel, and
Governor Culver’s proposed increase of
the container deposit to a dime, and ex-
panding the types of containers included
doesn’t change that fact. Bottle deposits,
claimed or unclaimed, have never been
and will never be a revenue source for
the grocery industry. We would much
rather have everyone keep their money
and recycle their containers at the curb,”
concluded Fleagle.



Local News

Why Should I Come Home to Laurens?

Submitted By Kent Radford

The other day, one of our young

people who had graduated from college
and came back to Laurens to work
mentioned that she came back because
she believed that our city had become a
place where a young person would want
to settle. I asked her, Why? She said

it was because Laurens had become a
small town with a lot of life to it. She
then went on to provide some examples.
These examples were the growth of the
downtown area instead of decline like
many other small lowa cities; and other
young people coming back to Laurens
and starting businesses or taking jobs.
As I reflected upon what this person said
and looked around our community;, it
dawned on me that she was right on.
Many of the things that excite young
people had occurred. We even saw many
of these young people volunteering and
becoming involved in those things that
make the community better.

I remember sitting in a meeting at
the Laurens Country Club about eight
years ago. Many of the leaders of the
community and citizenry were there. We
received a presentation about migration
of people from Pocahontas County and
in particular, the young people. It was
decided at that meeting that if we were
going to retain our young people and
thrive as a city, we had to provide them
a reason for staying here. The vision
that came from that meeting was that
we had to provide the type of place they
would want to live and to ensure that
there were jobs for them. It looked like
it was going to be a momentous task
because Fleming was shutting down and

a lot of jobs were going to be leaving the
city. So what needed to be done to move
forward? The areas to be acted upon
were recreation, development of the
downtown area, bringing in a company
to fill the Fleming Building and
encouragement for the development of
new businesses or expanded businesses.

What happened during the
following eight years? A volunteer
group was formed to address the issue
of recreation. This group took on two
projects. One was the expansion of the
ball diamond sports complex; the other
was the development of a recreation
center. Through the diligent efforts of
this committee and the work of a lot
of volunteers, a new sports complex
did happen, and land was procured for
the recreation center. That land for the
recreation center is now going to be
converted into an RV park.

The mayor and city council took on
the project of developing the downtown
area. As a result, the streets were redone
and the face of the downtown businesses
changed.

The Laurens Industrial Foundation
took on the task of filling the Fleming
building and encouraging the
development of new businesses, and
expanding current businesses. As a result
of their efforts and with the help of the
city council, Jack Links was brought into
town. We saw the expansion of Pengo,
Fisher, Bobalee, and the purchase of
Positech from a New York Corporation.
We saw new businesses develop
downtown: Heart & Home, Horse
Tech, Rumors, B&K Embroidery, y

We feature 100% user - generated content.
You submit the articles and photos.
It’s fun, informative and FREE!
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Wild Child, and Tate Welding are some
examples. We saw other changes in
businesses as they were remodeled, such
as the Pizza Ranch and Deb’s Country
Kettle. We saw the development of
Kids Corner and the evolution of Jayne’s
Headquarters from just a beauty salon
to a small hotel. Other businesses also
changed. We also saw the coming

and the successful execution of the
quasquicentenial, RAGBRAI, and

the sister city project. The volunteers
involved in these projects were many, a
good portion were the younger adults
from the community. These projects
put the City of Laurens on the Iowa and
national maps.

Sadly, this same young person, when
attending a city council meeting the
other night, came out of this meeting
wondering if she made the right decision
to stay here. It appeared that the council
meeting was plagued with deadlock
and the inability to make decisions.
There was one council member who
tried to dominate the council meeting,
discouraging the free flow of discussion
and belittling others. She wondered
what the vision of this council was. Is
the vision of this council to move the
momentum forward or to stop progress
in its tracks? Is the vision to encourage
our young people to stay, continuing to
make our community a vital place to
work and play? Maybe others who are
concerned about the future of Laurens,
and young people need to attend our
council meetings and hold our elected
officials accountable for their actions or

inactions.



From the Heart

I have a husband who can’t stand
leftovers; unless it is a casserole. With it
now being only two of us in the

house, we have leftovers coming out of
our ears!

The other night, I wanted to work
with left over roast. I know that you can
grind it up and make b-b-que sand-
wiches and such. But I wanted to take it
to a whole other level. This took prob-
ably only 35 minutes from beginning to
plate.

Roast Beef and Wine Sauce

Use left over roast beef - probably

about 1 1b.

2 large cans of sliced mushrooms

1 medium red onion

2 tablespoons of butter

1 cup of red wine (use leftover or

port would be great also)

1 tablespoon of honey mustard

Noodles

Start by cutting your roast up into
thin strips. Start boiling the water for
the noodles. In another pan, add your
butter on medium heat and quickly
chop your onion into fine pieces. Add to
butter and then drain your mushrooms
and also add to onions and butter. Cook
until golden brown. About this
time your water is boiling; add your
noodles (I used wide egg noodles...I
had them in the house). In your onion/
mushroom combination, add your sliced
meat and roughly 1 cup of red wine (the
drier the better) and your mustard. Add
salt and pepper if you wish. Stir occa-
sionally, but keep a lid on so the
meat starts to “steam’ better and it soft-
ens the meat quickly. At the end, I took
the lid off, put more wine in and did
high heat on it to help make a thicker

sauce and to “seal” the flavor. Drain the
noodles and plate the noodles with the
meat sauce on top.

My husband actually enjoyed this!
We even mentioned that this would have
been good on a grilled hoagie
bun with a little swiss cheese on top.
Experiment in the kitchen. It is actually
a way that I find to relax. Sometime I
will have to tell you about the banana
pancakes that our son made...yummy!
Stay warm and keep it from the heart,
Julie Wurr

Send Your News to
The Paper!
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The French Connection

Van Sickles Host Jacqueline Copin

Jim and I would like to try to share some of our life-enriching experiences while having the

good fortune to host a French delegate this summer.

In July of 2007, we were fortunate to be able to host Jacqueline Copin. We have been parents to five exchange children from
four different countries and felt like we would like to try hosting this wonderful lady for a week. Jacqueline is a 74 year old, vivacious
woman. She is a widow who had the courage to come to the United States, for the first time in her life, this summer. She has a son
who is a professor in Paris, as well as 3 grandchildren. Jacqueline speaks very little English and Jim and I speak NO French. This was

of great concern to me, but not to Jacqueline. With help from
a few awesome interpreters (friends of Kristina Hong), we
managed wonderfully.

The week started off with a “Welcome Lunch” at Deb’s
Country Kettle. A very busy, interesting week kept all of us on
the move and learning about each other. We learned that Jac-
queline lives in a remodeled railroad depot in Laurens, France.
Her late husband was a television commercial producer in Paris.
Jacqueline walks approximately 30 kilometers once a week to
get groceries. That is about like walking to our neighboring
town of Marathon and back!

Before Jacqueline arrived, I was concerned that our 3 cats
may bother her. I tried to eliminate any possible allergy prob-
lems by putting a baby gate at the top of my basement steps to
keep the cats in the basement. That was a MISTAKE! Little
did I realize how much of an animal lover Jacqueline is. The
thought of my cats being trapped in the “dungeon” was very
distressing to her. She actually cried and asked for the cats to
be let out. That was a very easy problem solved! Once our in-
terpreter explained to me what was distressing Jacqueline, both
the cats and our guest were much happier.

Our 4 year old granddaughter, Emma, was staying with
us that week and quickly became quite taken with our French
guest --and vice-versal What a wonderful experience for
Emma to learn such a valuable lesson of world-wide friend-
ship! Emma even tried to teach Jacqueline how to drive a golf
cart. That was a very interesting experience, since Jacqueline
had never driven ANY motorized vehicle before. She was quite
impressed that a 4 year-old was such an experienced golf cart
driver. Emma thanks her Papa for thatl

Throughout the week, Jacqueline saw and did many things
that she assured us were interesting and wonderful adventures,
from boating with the Woodins to touring many Laurens
businesses and seeing a real semi-truck up close. She loved
shopping in a “Western Store” and took home many cowboy
souvenirs to share with her family.

Our family will always be grateful for the opportunity to be
a part of the Laurens Sister City celebrations. It has brought
another small piece of the world into our lives.

Submitted by Kelly Van Sickle

Biggesr Little Paper In Town!

Please help us in celebrating (|
The Paper’s 1* year in business a
the Publisher, Rod’s, 50" birthday!

We are celebrating at Rumors Pub on
Saturday, March 1*. There will be cake
and refreshments starting at 7:00 p.m.

Live Blues with The Erick Hovey Band
will begin at 8:30 p.m. until 12:30 p.m.

We hope that you will come and join us in
celebrating these two milestones!

see You
MaRCH 1™




The French Connection

It Really is a “Small \Vorld ”

Helene and Rene Bouisson from Laurens,

France were guests in our home last July. What
a pleasant experience! Helene just retired as Ad-
ministrative Assistant in the Town Hall. Rene
is a grape grower and member of the Laurens
Wine Cooperative.

Our community was busy preparing for our
Quasquicentennial and Ragbrai Celebrations,
and our phone rang at 6:00 a.m. It was our son,
Rory Mason. Rory and his wife Janelle live in
Basel, Switzerland. He works for the Cannon-
dale Bicycle Company in Europe and had just
left his two teams in the mountains for a rest
day during the Tour De France. He then drove
to Laurens, France.

He said “I'm in front of the Gastle in Laurens, France (City Hall) what’s the address
for the Bouisson Home? Il call you back in a few minutes”.

We woke Helene and Rene. They
did not speak English and we do not
speak French. We played “charades”
for a week and could always find a
way to communicate. We put them
on the phone with Rory, who speaks
Italian and some French. They were
delighted he was at their home in
France, and they were able to speak
to their daughter, son-in-law and 80
year old Mother on his phone.

The family and residents of Laurens entertained Rory for the evening at the winery
and insisted he spend the night at their home. He found the residents of Laurens France
most gracious and looks forward to a return visit.

The Bouissons enjoyed riding the golf cart during the Celebration and walking the golf

course. Ron told them of the huge” long-eared jackrabbits we have out there- and right
on time - one of them popped up.

We have a life-sized cardboard John
Wayne at our home. Rene is a big fan of
John. We put it at the top of the stairs and
Rene had his picture with it and spoke to
“John” everyday

One of the highlights for them was the
Lawn Mower Ride Sunday morning. We
were almost late for church service because
several of them did the ride. The famous
“John Deere” was there.

At first, Ron and I were a little hesitant
to have guests for a week that we possibly
couldn’t communicate with - that changed
the first day. We were very privileged to have the opportunity to share the different cul-
tures. However, as Rory experienced, they are from a friendly, small town very similar to
our wonderful Laurens, lowa!

Submitted by Jan & Ron Hersom

Our Town Our Paper!

Sister Cities

Explained

Several questions arose following last
week’s mention of Sister Cities in the
papers. Briefly, here are explanations:

What is Sister Cities International?
Well, it’s the official Worldwide orga-
nization registering and coordinating
and linking communities (regions,
states, individuals etc.) for the long-
term benefit of both groups involved.
In our case, Laurens, lowa, USA and
Laurens, France

United States involvement in the

program is the result of President
Dwight Eisenhower’s proposal in
1956, to foster friendship, cultural un-
derstanding and stimulate economic
development, as well as exchange ideas
beneficial to both groups, by initiat-
ing a people-to-people connection;
linking US groups to similar indi-
viduals or groups worldwide. Usually
a town-to-town, state-to-state, etc.
arrangement.

And what are the advantages?
Again, obviously, to learn, to cre-
ate understanding between disparate
groups, in our case, between a rural
community in south France wine
country, and rural Iowa - industry,
and agriculture, including livestock
and grain.

Also, the fun of pen pals, student
exchanges at any educational level,
cultural broadening (we learned about
wineries and were gifted with bottles
and bottles of their great product).
Then there is a Young Artists competi-
tion open to youth in the communi-
ties involved, Internet info exchange,
technology, industrial, health concerns
and education programs, all benefit-
ing both Laurens villages, and spilling
over to surrounding areas. And so, it’s
a good thing .

Submitted by Dorothy Runneburg



The French Connection

Putting Laurens On The Map

I moved to Laurens in August of 2006 and love living here. I recall my nephew, who
lives in Seattle, Washington, emailed me when he heard the news—“Hey, Laurens,

that’s the town that “The Straight Story” was about and it was such a good movie,” 1
was so amazed that he knew about Laurens, Iowa. Ialso think it is such a neat story
that Laurens, France saw the movie and it led them to look into being a “sister city” and
coming to see us in July of ‘07. It surely has put Laurens on the map. I recently found
out that the state of Towa has several towns with “sister cities” and we could be registered
in that organization. I was happy when I heard a group was coming to visit us during
the Quasquicentennial and I was privileged to be a hostess. “Maryse” was a lovely gal
and we enjoyed having tea together and we enjoyed watching the birds even though we
didn’t communicate well. I have heard from
her several times. Her cousin helps her write ‘1
the letters so I can read them.

Now they want some of us to come and
see them in June. Of course, we'll pay our
own expenses, but what a joy to get to stay
at her home. They were so pleased to get to
meet some of you and so generous to give
every family a bottle of their famous wine at
the “wine tasting event”. Cynthia Benson
from Chicago, Illinois, also stayed with me to |
help interpret, so that was nice.

I was so surprised when we took them
back to the Des Moines Airport to leave for
France just how many people remarked about
our being from Laurens, IA and how
they had read about the RAGBRAI and our sister city Laurens, France. It was such
good publicity for our little town in NW lowa. --Submitted by Verlae Nicol

How Did We Get Involved?

Maryse of Laurens, France

di Rerrd, Z

What a good time everyone had!

And we have the pictures to prove it!
The Sister City Commission
Presents The
2007 CELEBRATION REVIEW

FEATURING:
-Former Laurens coach
Floyd Winters’
enthusiastic reflections on
Laurens, lowa and
“The Rest of the
Straight Story”

Sunday, Feb 17th, 2008
Laurens Methodist Church
2pmto 4 pm
Refreshments will be served after.
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

It’s a public relations thing. Grows
a community - grows its residents.
Stretches minds.

There are dozens of towns in lowa
paired with Sister Cities around the
world, both officially through SCI, and
informally, like Emmetsburg and Dub-
lin, Ireland

Everyone gains.

How did we get involved? Throw the
gracious offering of the Laurens, France
folks. Actually they loved “The Straight
Story”. Saw it over and over as did
countless European communities, and
were excited to learn more of this Lau-
rens, lowa. Several Laurens-connected

Biggesr Little Paper In Town!

people made a point of visiting in the
French town, learning of the name shar-
ing.

And it was learned that the movie
has a world-wide continuing following --
is used as a teaching tool in schools and
universities. The empathy shown, the
loving attitude, the story of reconcilia-
tion sell it worldwide.

How lucky we were that the studio
decided to film it in Laurens and next
door in Wisconsin, dressed it up a little,
yes, but they could have filmed the same
thing in Kansas, Utah, or on a fake set in
Hollywood.

Submitted by Dorothy Runnebuerg.

yYOou can
please
everyone!

That’s because Mary Kay
offers products everyone

will love. From the latest looks
to advanced skin care.

Ask me about all our exciting
product lines today!

Mandy Olson
Independent Beauty Consultant
www.marykay.com/aolson2012
(712) 845-4203




School News

Speech Team Advances to State!

The Laurens-Marathon High School
Speech team did extremely well at the
District Large Group Speech Contest
held in Storm Lake on Sat., Jan. 19. Lau-
rens-Marathon is a member of IHSSA,
which has membership of 487 schools
and over 40,000 students from across the
state of Jowa.

There were 19 schools competing at
the District Level in Storm Lake. Lau-
rens-Marathon entered ten events and six
of those events will advance to State level
competition to be held at Sioux City East
High School on Sat., Feb. 2. There will
be 122 schools competing in Sioux City
that day.

Subizf . .

Submit. . . 100% of The Paper’s articles
are submitted by you -

The Reader!! Take a

minute to send us

your news and photos

too! It's fun and it's

FREE! <2l

Local and Scbool
Calendar

Jan. 28 — JV basketball with Newell/
Fonda at Newell, girls and boys at 6:00
p-m.; JH basketball with West Bend/
Mallard at 4:00 p.m., 7* & 8" girls at
Mallard; JH wrestling, PAC Invitational
at Pocahontas at 4:00 p.m.; IHSMA
Show/Jazz Choir Festival.

Jan. 29 - Basketball with Alta in
Laurens, girls and boys at 6:30 p.m.
Parents’ Night.

Feb. 2 — Sectional Wrestling at
Laurens at 12:00 noon; State Large
Group Speech Contest in Sioux City.

Feb. 4 — JV basketball with St. Mary’s
at Storm Lake, girls and boys at 6:00
p-m.; JH wrestling, Southern Cal
Invitational at Lake City at 5:00 p.m.;
Band Fundraiser begins.

-

Our Town Our Paper!

The groups that moved on are:
One-Act Play: "Lives in the Wind"
Desiree Welty, Nathan Kirsch, Andy
Larson, Chelsey Anderson, Jill Kinney,
and Marcus Frerk. They are directed
by Pastor Larry McAlpine and Judy
Boettcher; Reader's Theater: "Rescue
Me"Gary Brechler, John Stumpf, Nikki
Cox, Hilary Goedert, Abbie Larson,
Bennett Barglof, and Becky Josephson;
Radio Broadcasting: Natalie Bailey,
Krista Fredricks, Haley Lind, Alana Perry,
and Ashley Garton; TV News: Nathan
Kirsch, Desiree Welty, Andrew Hanson,
Diana Johnsen, Haley Lind, Jessica Philp,

Paige Potter, Ryan Pixlar, Adrian John-
son, Kelsey Bell, Ashley Garton, Alanna
Perry, Megan Hertz, Amanda McDaniel,
and Alex Egertsen; Group Improv: Jamie
Hertz and TJ Stuart; Group Improv:
Becky Josephson, Amanda McDaniel,
and Kayla Jospheson. All groups are
coached by Nancy and Ken Kunickis and
Connie Dallenbach. There were 36 stu-
dents from Laurens-Marathon involved
in large group speech this season. We
wish these teams the best of luck as they
advance to State! We are proud of all the
members of our speech team!

KC Free Throw Contest

There were ten youth who participated
in the Knights of Columbus Annual
Free Throw Contest last Sunday, January
20th. The following kids advance on to
the next contest, which will be held on
Sunday, February 10th at Fonda: Alex

Runneberg, Matt Cleveland, Jordan
Japenga, Riley Maschino, Brooke Run-
neberg, and Megan Jensen. Thanks to
the local Knights of Columbus Council
#3140 for sponsoring this event for our
youth!!

Pictured are ~ Front Row: Jordan Japenga, Riley Maschino, Chase Oehlertz, Keegan Ja-
mison, Tyler Stumbo, Matt Cleveland. Back Row: Brooke Runneberg, Megan Jensen, Alex

Runneberg, Will Cleveland.



School News

Moving up to Chapter Farmers

On Wednesday, January 23, 18 members

of the Tall Corn FFA Chapter received

their Chapter Farmer degrees. The mem-
bers are pictured from left to right, start-

ing in the front: Kim Kenobbie, Des-

tiny Wiley, Alanna Perry, Cory Bailey,
Jordann Ludwig, Kolesa Herrig, Chris
Abbas Back row: George Gerodias,
Jim Bridgeman, Tyelr Sandvig, Matt
Swalin, Bennett Barglof, Travis Frerk,

Phillip Thomas. Not Pictured: Nikkie
Cox, Becky Josephson, Kyle Raasch, and
Kizzie Johnson.

Congratulations to you all!

Eatin’ Good Today!

FFA members who sold $350 worth of

fruit sales were awarded with free pizza

for dinner on Wednesday. There were 18

members of the Tall Corn FFA Chap-
ter who received their Chapter Farmer
degree and were awarded with pizza.
Good work on fruit sales this year,
everyone!

Local students on UI Dean's List

Brett Latham & Laura Bieri of Laurens are among the
3,817 undergraduate students at the University of lowa
named to the Dean's List for the 2007 fall semester. All
students named to the Dean's List carried at least 12 grad-
ed hours during the semester. A minimum 3.5 grade-point
average (based on a 4.0 scale) for current work is required.
They are both in the College of Business Administraion.

Biggesr Little Paper In Town!

Sounds Like
Fun!

Sounds and Noises was the unlikely
theme at the Laurens Public Library's
story time Friday. We had great fun
reading books, listening for sounds in
the library and trying to guess what
library object was in a bag just from
the sound it made. In this picture,
Librarian Glenda Mulder is helping
Mason Griffin punch holes in his
noisemaker. Watching carefully we
have Ethan Run-
neberg, Eli Handy
and Mason's
brother, Spencer.
To the right in the
picture, Sydney
Kay helps Payton
Roling with his
project. Sounds
like fun, doesn't
it?



School News

LAURENS-MARATHON HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLLS - 2007-2008

To qualify for the B Honor Roll the student must have a 3.00 average, with nothing lower than a C.

2N2 QUARTER HONOR ROLL

9th

Ashley Anderson
Katie Arnburg
Schuyler Bechtel
Riley Bell

Case Bieri
*Melissa Cleveland
Brady Ellis
*Megan Hertz
Michael Hertz
*Connor Johnson
Kayla Josephson
Kelsey Kautz
Chad Kischer
Trent Kischer
Christian Klatt
Abbigail Larson
Devin Lind
Bryce Maschino
Paige Potter
Austin Stumbo
John Stumpf
Kelli Willer

10th

Grace Christensen
*Kelsey Fredricks
*Kelsey Frerichs
Kolesa Herrig
Shelby Heuton
Chelsea Musgjerd
Andrew Olson
Dylan Teague
Phillip Thomas
Amanda Zylstra
11th

*Chelsey Anderson
*Hollyann Anderson
Gary Brechler
Nicole Cox
*Justin Depew
Mark Griffin
John Gustafson
Caleb Jamison
Trisha Jordan
Becky Josephson

Our Town Our Paper!

Colton Lampe
Andy Larson
*Haley Lind
Zach Lovin
Tatum Luchsinger
Katrine Madsen
Jarrod Reese
Tyler Sandvig
*Will Shimon
*Tyler Smith
*Ryan Stumbo
Javier Tinajero
Reuben Wenell
Adam Woodin
12th

*Natalie Bailey
*Kelsey Bell
Megan Cleveland
Elizabeth Erritt
*Krista Fredricks
Katie Fuchs
Hilary Goedert
Andrew Hanson
Heather Herrig
Jamie Hertz
*Diana Johnsen
Adrian Johnson
Michael Jordan
*Keton Joynt
Taryn Kay
Nathan Kirsch
Brent Leuer
Travis Leuer
Spencer Lind
Ryan Lovin
Ethan Perry
*Jessica Philp
*Ryan Sernett
Desiree Welty
Bryce Wiley
*Kacie Woodley
*Kylie Woodley

(*) Indicates those students receiving all A’s in all subjects. (A Honor Roll)

1L SEMESTER HONOR ROLL

9th

Ashley Anderson
Katie Arnburg
Schuyler Bechtel
Riley Bell

*Case Bieri
Melissa Cleveland
Brady Ellis
Megan Hertz
Michael Hertz
*Connor Johnson
*Kayla Josephson
Kelsey Kautz

Jill Kinney

Chad Kischer
Trent Kischer
Christian Klatt
Abbigail Larson
Devin Lind

Paige Potter
Austin Stumbo
Melissa Swalin
Kelli Willer

10th

Grace Christensen
*Kelsey Fredricks
*Kelsey Frerichs
Shelby Heuton
Chelsea Musgjerd
Andrew Olson
Dylan Teague
Phillip Thomas
Amanda Zylstra
11th

*Chelsey Anderson
Hollyann Anderson
Gary Brechler
*Nicole Cox
*Justin Depew
Mark Grithn
John Gustafson
Caleb Jamison
Trisha Jordan
Becky Josephson

Colton Lampe
Andy Larson
*Haley Lind
Zach Lovin
Katrine Madsen
Ryan Pixler
Jarrod Reese
Tyler Sandvig
*Will Shimon
Tyler Smith
*Ryan Stumbo
Javier Tinajero
*Reuben Wenell
Adam Woodin
12th

*Natalie Bailey
Kelsey Bell
Carol Catala
Megan Cleveland
Elizabeth Erritt
Krista Fredricks
Katie Fuchs
Hilary Goedert
Andrew Hanson
Heather Herrig
Jamie Hertz
*Diana Johnsen
Adrian Johnson
Michael Jordan
*Keton Joynt
Taryn Kay
Nathan Kirsch
Brent Leuer
Travis Leuer
Spencer Lind
Ryan Lovin
Ethan Perry
*Jessica Philp
*Ryan Sernett
Desiree Welty
*Kacie Woodley
*Kylie Woodley



LM Boys JV Team Loses to Alta

The Chargers hosted Alta January 14th and suffered a 60 to 27 loss. The young Char-
ger team found themselves up against a good Alta squad. The first period ended with
the Chargers trailing 9 to 8. The second period saw Alta build a 27 to 13 lead. In the
second half, Alta continued to build on their lead as they led after three quarters, 45

to 25. Austin Stumbo led the scoring with 11 points, followed by Case Bieri 9, Ben
Zylstra 6, and Josh Sernett 1. Ryan Hudson led the rebounding with 5, followed by
Stumbo 4, Bryce Maschino 4, Bieri 3, Zylstra 3, Kolby Joynt 3, Sernett 3, Evan Johnson
1, and Schyler Becthel 1.

Prairie Valley Defeats LM Boys JV Team

The Chargers were on their home floor to play Prairie Valley January 17th. The
Chargers played a hard-fought game that ended with Prairie Valley winning 57 to 44.
Throughout the first half, both teams battled hard with Prairie Valley leading 16 to 11
after the first period. When the first half ended, Prairie Valley had a 28 to 22
lead. In the third period, Prairie Valley took advantage of some fast break baskets
to lead after three periods, 45 to 31. In the fourth period, the Chargers held their
own, but were unable to reduce the scoring deficit much. Scorers included Case
Bieri 14, Ryan Hudson 11, Austin Stumbo 4, Ben Zylstra 4, Josh Sernett 4, Bryce
Maschino 3, Evan Johnson 2, and Travis Frerk 2. Stumbo led the rebounding
with 5. Other rebounders included Hudson 4, Maschino 2, Sernett 2, Zylstra 1,
Bieri 1, Frerk 1, and Kolby Joynt 1.

L-M Boys JV Defeat Southern Cal

Southern Cal came to Laurens on January 24th for a JV contest. The Chargers
played a good game, defeating Southern Cal 44 to 42. The end of the first period
saw the Chargers take an 11 to 7 lead. Southern Cal fought back during the second
period to lead 19 to 18 at halftime. In the second half, the Chargers found a way to
score against a tough zone defense. Some good outside shooting, along with good
inside scoring, gave the Chargers a 29 to 25
third period lead. The fourth period had
the Chargers ahead by as many as 11 points.
Southern Cal made a run late in the game

to narrow the lead, but the Chargers showed
determination to maintain the lead when the
final buzzer sounded. Case Beiri and Bryce
Maschino led the scoring with 13 and 11
points respectively. Other scorers were Josh
Sernett 8, Ryan Hudson 4, Austin Stumbo 2,
Schyler Becthel 2, Travis Frerk 2, and Evan
Johnson 2. Stumbo led the rebounding with
8. Others on the boards included: Hudson 6,
Frerk 5, Ben Zylstra 2, Sernett 2, Maschino 2,
Johnson 2, and Bieri 2.

Biggesr Little Paper In Town!




Chargers Pick Up a Victory
Over Sioux Central

The Charger men prevailed in a close game at Sioux Central Tuesday night. The Char-
gers were behind 8-9 at the end of the first quarter and 19-20 at the half. Free throws
got L-M in the game and they took the lead 38-32 at the close of three periods. The
Rebels closed within two points, but it was the Chargers who would prevail, 58-50.

It was senior Travis Leuer who would do damage offensively and paired up with
Tyler Smith and Adam Woodin to lead the Chargers. Travis popped in 13 points and 8
rebounds and a pair of steals. Tyler made 10 points with a perfect 8 of 8 from the free
throw line, along with three assists and two rebounds. Adam was also perfect from the
charity stripe, going 3 for 3 on his way to 10 points. Caleb Jamison netted eight points
and Zach Lovin contributed seven. Gary Brechler added six and Ryan Stumbo made
four.

The Chargers shot a fantastic 87.5% from the free throw line, connecting on 21 of
24 shots. The opponents were 13 of 23 for 56.5%. L-M extends their record to 13-3.

Lady

Chargers

Squeeze by
the Rebels

Even scoring and hard work
led the Lady Chargers to a
49-46 win over Sioux Central
Tuesday night. Sioux Central
took the contest eatlier in the
year on the L-M home court,
but the Chargers took this
one from the Rebels in Sioux
Rapids.

Amanda Zylstra had the
biggest output of the night,
scoring 13 points and grabbing
8 rebounds. Kaci Woodley
had the second highest scoring
output with 10 and got credit for 6 rebounds. The Rebels couldn’t “key-in” on any one
player as they struggled to figure out who would drop the next bucket. Shelby Heuton
pumped in 8 points, Jordan Sundblad 7, Kylie Woodley 6, and Holly Hofmaster 5.

L-M shot well from the free throw line, connecting on 17 of 24 for 70%. They shot
only 32% from field goal range, but it was enough for another win. The Lady Chargers
have only two games remaining before heading into tournament play.

Our Town Our Paper!

L-M Edges
Pomeroy-

Palmer in OT

The Laurens-Marathon boys won a tight
43-42 decision in overtime in Pome-
roy Friday night. L-M saw only two
players reach double figures, and only
five players scored on the night. Travis
Leuer scored 14 points and dominated
the glass with 14 rebounds, and Ryan
Stumbo scored 10 points. Tyler Smith
scored 8, Adam Woodin 7 and Caleb
Jamison 4.

The Chargers led 10-7 at the end
of the first quarter and held the lead at
21-17 going into intermission. It
was a low-scoring third period,
with L-M scoring only eight
points and P-P scoring just six to
keep the Chargers on top, 29-23.

Cold shooting in the fourth
quarter saw the Chargers’ lead
dwindle, and they fell behind by
the two minute mark. The two
teams were deadlocked 38-38 at
the end of regulation.

The four minute overtime
started with a scramble after the
jump at center court. L-M came
up with the ball and junior guard,
Tyler Smith, looked at his coach
and realized his team was on the
wrong end of the court, so he
turned around and headed for a
two point lay-up, uncontested,
to score first in OT. L-M trailed
40-42 with 36 seconds left on the
clock. Tyler scored another field
goal to tie the score 42-42 with
16.2 seconds remaining. Ryan Stumbo
connected on a timely free throw to
clinch the victory for the Chargers.

The L-M Chargers are 14-3 overall,

11-2 in the Northwest conference.



Contact:

Hope arrives every
spring with the
blooming of daffodils.

One of the first flowers of spring, the
daffodil has come to symbalize hope
for cancer patients and their loved
ones for renewed life and a world free
from cancer. To the American Cancer
Society, this flower represents the hope
we all share that cancer will one day be
eliminated.

Daffodil contributions to the American
Cancer Society's fight against cancer
are making a difference. Dollars raised
through the Daffodil Days campaign
help the Society fund lTJ[:IHI'IE]hrLd]-.II‘I"
cancer research, prov ide up-to-date
cancer information and education,
advocate for public policies that
benefit the community, and provide
services that improve the quality of life
for patients and their families.

Only with vour help can the Society
continue its lifesaving work to help
those touched by cancer. empower
peaple to fight back against this
disease, and save more lives.

Linda Saunders - 712-841-4391
Carolyn Garton - 712-841-4323

letual vase designs and colors may
vary from the images shown

Bunch and a Vase - $12
A great way to welcome
spring after a long, cold
winter! You'll receive ten
gorgeous daffodils
]nglﬂwhted by our specially
chosen vase.

Dainty Daffodils - $12
tiNEwl*i

This new product for 2008
features miniature daffodils
in a container, perfect for
[1|\.p]u\ on vour desk or

daffodils that can be
enjoyed now and later!

Daffodil Days
Giving Opportunities 2008

Bunch of Daffodils - $8 3
Brighten up your home
or office with daffodils.
Daffodils are the perfect
reminder of the coming
spring. With your $8
donation per bunch, you
will receive approximately

10 daffodils. Order now!

tabletop. Order your

Solutions

Vit

wativity Powarad by Passion™

- Flyers

- Business Cards
- Brochure Design ~ Design

- Logo Design

- Letterhead And

- Wedding much
Program Design - 070!

- WebSite Development & Design

CHARITY MADSEN, Design Specialist

charity_madsen@hotmail.com

Ph: 712-358-3061
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The American Cancer Soclety's

Gift of Hope - 515
The most unique

component of Daffodil Vi "
Days, this beautiful W
bouquet of daffodils set \ - ‘? .
in a vase is delivered "

anonymously to cancer

palients. The Gift of Hope

bouguet is not delivered

to specific patients, nor

are donors’ names

attached to a gift. You can make

the Gift of Hope possible for a cancer
patient with a 515 donation.

Bear and a Bunch - $25
2008 marks the addition
of Bea R. Hope, a special
Boyds™ Bear designed
exclusively for Daffodil
Days that can be ordered
as part of the Bear and a
Bunch. With your $25
donation, you'll receive
the adorable bear and a
beautiful bunch of daffodils.

Sunshine Bouquet - §75[
Filled with six bouquets of L+ o,
vibrant daffodils and fresh > = "
greenery, Lthis arrangement w . LR
features a beautiful glass 3 3
vase, perfect for reception
areas, conference tables, d n-
churches, or your home.

S

Advertise Here!

Have you thought about
advertising in 7he Paper?
We're reaching over
1,800 subscribers and our ad
rates are VERY inexpensive.
People are now turning to
The Paper for their local news
and they’re paying
attention to the ads as well.
Place an ad today by visiting

www.mylaurens.com or call

(712) 841-2684.

We'll do all that we can to see
that your ad is a successful one!




Classifieds

Help Wanted

Kids Korner is secking a loving and
caring person for part time positions.
Flexible hours! Contact Michelle @
712-841-5437 and stop in and get an
application. 403 W. Main in Laurens

HELP WANTED - PART TIME SEC-
RETARY, Alexander Law Office.

Send resume to: PO Box 101, Laurens,

IA. 50554.

Services

ATTENTION: Winter snow removal!
Call Brian Slama at (712) 848-3229 or
(515) 201-8349-cell.

Send Your News to

The Paper!

Announcements

60th Birthday Party: There will be

a surprise birthday party for Kenny
Kliegl's 60th birthday on Saturday,
February 2, beginning at 7:00 p.m. The
party will be held at Rumor's Pub in
Laurens. Everyone is invited to help him
celebrate. 'The party is being given by
his children, Christy and Mike, Mi-
chelle and Vaughan, Lisa and Bob, John
& Jennifer.

Laurens Golf & Country Club Thurs-
day Night Special: The special for Jan.
31st at the Laurens Golf and Country
Club is potato bar and all the trim-
mings, and ice cream sundaes. Public
welcome.

The Paper has 1,818
Subscribers as

of January 21st

Advertise Here!

2nd Annual Spaghetti Dinner & Co-
median. After Prom Fund Raiser
Saturday, February 16, 2008.

Laurens Golf & Country Club, din-
ner served from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Entertainment @ 8:00 p.m. Ticket
price: $20 (required at door). For tick-
ets, contact any junior class parent or:
Jayne Woodin: (712) 450-2411, Brett
Stumbo: (712) 841-2051 or purchase
at Jayne’s Headquarters

FOR FREE several dishes. Husband
bought wife very nice brand new com-
plete set of dishes for her birthday. Now
we have our old dishes that are boxed
up. Anyone interested in some very
plain plates, bowls and misc. dishes give
me a call! Charity at 712-358-3061 and
they are yours!!! First come, first serve!
(They are good dishes for a college stu-
dent or a couple just getting started!)

Have you thought about advertising in The Paper? We're
reaching over 1,800+ subscribers and our ad rates are VERY
inexpensive. You know that people are now turning to
The Paper for their local news and they’re
paying attention to the ads as well.

Place an ad today by visiting www.mylaurens.com or call

(712) 841-2684.

We'll do all that we can to see
that your ad is a successful one!

Sobotka Snow
<ﬁﬁ¥? Removal

% 24-Hour Service
# Satisfaction Guaranteed
% Fully Insured

— CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE -
Jerry (712) 358-1852 or John (712) 358-0567

Jowa Irust

%Savings Bank

Cathy Pohlman
Personal Banking Officer

cpohlman@jiowatrustbank.com

104 N 3rd Street, Laurens, lowa 50554
712.841.2588 866.558.6547

Fax 712.841.2029 www.iowatrustbank.com

Our Town Our Paper!

Zodge T Vi

- e . Lo
LAURENS g, fror
230 WEST MAIN STREET Aﬂﬂ’lrt‘af
Feservifions . .
S : * INTERNET ACCESS
-y + NON-SMOKING
L et * ATR CONDITIONED
712-841-2411 & AP I
DOROTHY NELSON *+ MAJOR CREDIT

T12-341-2510 CARDS ACCEPTED

VISIT U's ON THE WEB AT
WWW.LODGEINNLATRENS, COM




Allen Dudley
& Associates

Complete Auction Service

o

Residential. Commercial. Land, Business
& Farm Retirements or Liquidations

Ph. 712-845-4303 Laurens, lowa
Residential, Commercial &

Many Years of Experience!

Your Northern States Auctioneers Industrial Wiﬂng
515-538-2226 Trencher & Bucket Truck Awvailable!

Lars F. Hersgm WEN ELL IHSU RANCE
Agent 218 W Main Street Laurens, |A 50654

An Independent Agent Representing AFLAC

Doug Yenell - Agent

;- 318 Qak Street Office Phone & Fax: (712) 845-4677
/ ac Laurens, lowa 50554 Home Fhone: (71&) 845-4637
© 712.841.2309 Office Cell Fhone: (515) 321-0457¢
Phone/Fax
712.450.4510 Mobile Property & Casualty & Auto Crop Hail e MPCI
lars_hersom@us.aflac.com German M utual Farmers Mutual Hail
www.aflac.com Grinnell Mutual

z H . e 72 - 5378
Co -c‘i{ Circnt™ Z;ﬂwu—n:; P {.' "'."’J_,‘f-;‘ 2320
e et Decnins Jikmidon, Owaery 110 5. 3ra St Lawrens, fowa

AA/mo wikh @ 24 monkh membership
onth membership

oliment Fee during 4his timel
A special gyift!

does not exercise their hearts._don't be a statistic!

 in for members, workout when it fits your schedule.
pm & Tues. & Thurs. 11:30 am to 12:30 pm

srudjo.com

Biggesr Little Paper In Town!



Do you want to be part of a successful and growing team in
the swine industry™ Join Nebraska Pork Partners and their
winning team in your community! NPP is actively seaking
dynamic individuals with
high integrity to fill the following positions in the
Pocahontas area:

Swine Facility Technician

Compensation is based upen experience. Benefit package
for full-time em ployees includes group health, 401(k), Paid
Time Off, pork checks, and cafeteria plan. Contact Jill
Goedeken at 402-564-9464 ext. 221 for an application, or

email resume to jgoedeken@neporkpartners.com
NPP is an Equal Oppartunity Employer,

PO.BOS TS0 COLUMBUS, NEBRASKA  BESOZ-1%20 *_;
TELEFHOME A02- 564 - 5864 FRX 402 - 554 - DY

Results You Gan Bank On

You can't beat our service. And good service is
so important when you're looking for a bank.

* Mongage/Home Equity Loans
* Construction Loans » Agricultural Loans
# Business Loans
* Checking » Savings * IRA's » Certificates

Come talk to us and put us to work for you.

Laurens State Bank

102 South Third St., Laurens
712-845-2627

Hours: Mon-Fni. 9-4; Sat 8-12
Diher Locations:
Emmetsburg, 2407 Main Strest, 712-853-331
Mdallard, 5072 faman, T12-425-3436

Our Town Our Paper!

Happy Hour every
Friday from 5-6 p.m.

Rated 7th Best Irish Pub in the world!
841-6986

Downtown Laurens

ForkIift For Sale

Clark LP forklift in running c

Used until

very recently. Starts a in “as is”
condition.
Maker/HorseTech. . in Laurens.
Contact 2) 841-2684.

orsetech.com




Advertise Here!

Have you thought about advertising in The Paper?
We're reaching over 1,800+ subscribers and our ad
rates are VERY inexpensive. You know that people
are now turning to
The Paper for their local news and they’re
paying attention to the ads as well.

Place an ad today by visiting www.mylaurens.com
or call

(712) 841-2684.

We'll do all that we can to see
that your ad is a successful one!

Brian Slama

General Contractor

26228 480th Strest
Ralfe, 1A 50581
Home: 712-848-3229
Cell: 515-201-8348
E-mail: benaslam@ncn.net

MDS/Rehab Coordinator Position Opening:
Open immediately—The Good Samaritan Society: Hovenden of
Laurens is seeking a MDS/Rehab Coordinator. The position would be
approximately 24 hrs/wk.

Must possess good assessment skills and be a team player and leader.
Would include oversight of the Rehab and Restorative program and
participation in the resident care conference. Basic computer skills are
necessary. An RN is required for this position.

If you are a motivated person that enjoys working with others, please

Good send your resume or stop by and fill out an application
N 5 {00 % : .

| m“i “Samaritan to: Attn: Dee Dee 304 E. Veterans Rd.
~ ) Society* Laurens, IA 50554
=" Hovenoen or Lavress We are an EEO/M/F/V/H employer.

Maintenance Techniclian

DFS, a high volume feed
manufacturer, is expand-
ing its maintenance
department and has an
opening for a person

to perform preventative
maintenance, mechanical repairs, and trouble-
shooting at its feed manufacturing facilities.
Person must be capable of liting 50# and not
adverse to heights.

Skills needed: Weld (stick and wire), strong me-

ANIMEL SUTTRITION

Laurens Housing, Inc.

Managed by: Murphy Management Service
P.O. Box 476
Algona, TA 50511
murphyenterprises@netamumail.com

ife & Affordable Apartments .
ove & Refrigerator Furnished Office (515) 295-2927
NTAL ASSISTANCE AVATLABLE Fax (515) 295-5946
Bill urphy - Broker Associate Locally (712) 841-2151
Towa Certified Agent

chanical, electrical and troubleshooting aptitude
as well as a being a reliable self starter.
Experience/Education: Min. of 3 years experi-

Biggesr Little Paper In Town!

ence and 2 yrs trade school preferred.
Competitive wages and benefit package includ-
ing health insurance for employee and family,
generous 401(k) plan, clothing allowance, paid
holidays, birthday off with pay, profit sharing plan,
life insurance, disability insurance, and cafeteria
plan.

DFS, Inc.
Attn: Human Resources
PO Box 3 ~ 167 West 1st St ~ Newell,
lowa 50568




