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On Saturday night my father, Rich 
Jackson, suffered a pulmonary spasm 
which led to cardiac arrest. The Laurens 
ambulance service was at my parents’ 
house within 3 minutes after the 911 call. 
They were able to bring my father back 
to life by shocking his heart and giving 
him oxygen. 
     I spoke with Brian Runneberg about 
the GREAT TEAM of  people that make 
up this unit. Brian informed me that 
the ambulance service is in jeopardy of  
moving out of  Laurens.  If  this were the 
case last Saturday, my dad would not even 
be able to fi ght for the chance to stay 
alive. I live 5.5 hours away from Sioux 
City which is where he was airlifted to. I 
want to ask all children with parents that 
still live in the area to think about this. 
During the drive over, my number one 
thought was that I wanted to tell my Dad 
how much I loved him just one more 
time. I was able to do this because of  the 
GREAT TEAM from Laurens.
     How important is telling one of  your 
parents how much you love them just one 
more time?  For me, it meant everything. 
I want to thank the ambulance team for 
the chance  that they gave me. I am deep-
ly appreciative for this chance. I do not 
know if  he is going to make it but Dad 
knows how much I do Love him since I 
was able to tell him. If  this is important 
to you, help the ambulance to stay in the 
community. They may help save one of  
your loved one’s lives. How important 
would this be to you? It meant everything 
to me. Thanks again, Todd Jackson

Support Your 
Ambulance Service!

(Sioux City, Iowa) – Andrew Gerodias 
and Katie Stumpf  of  Laurens, Iowa, are 
part of  the upcoming Morningside Col-
lege children’s musical theatre produc-
tion of  “Hansel and Gretel.”  
Gerodias, son of  Ellen Gerodias of  
Laurens, and Roland 
Gerodias of  Storm Lake, 
Iowa, will play the role of  
Hansel.  
Stumpf, daughter of  
Nancy Kunickis of  Lau-
rens and Alan Stumpf  of  
Algona, Iowa, is part of  
the run crew.  
Both students are freshmen at Morn-
ingside and 2007 graduates of  Laurens-
Marathon High School.
      Performances are scheduled for 
Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 13 and 14, 
at Klinger-Neal Theatre, 3700 Peters 

Andrew Gerodias and Katie Stumpf  are part 
of  Morningside College children’s theatre 
production of  “Hansel and Gretel”

Avenue. Show times are 1 and 6 p.m. 
on Saturday and 3 p.m. on Sunday. The 
performances are sponsored by Morn-
ingside's Academic and Cultural Arts 
Series (ACAS).
     Tickets are $3 for adults and $1 for 

students. Reservations are not 
required, but can be made by 
calling 712-274-5196.
     Approximately 2,400 stu-
dents and teachers from area 
pre-schools and elementary 
schools will attend special 
weekday performances of  the 

play. 
      Morningside’s theatre department 
produces four plays a year, including its 
fall and spring children’s plays, which 
have entertained more than 39,750 
elementary school students and their 
teachers since 1987.

Clay Steele, Pocahontas County 
Naturalist, visited our class-
room on Thursday, Oct. 4th. We 
learned all about bats.  They eat 
mosquitos, come out at dusk 
and sleep all winter. This was 
Clay's second visit to our class-
room. We can't wait for him to 
come back!

Clay Steele Visits HeadStart
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The Sacred Heart Rosary Society will hold their an-
nual Soup and Pie Supper on Wednesday, October 
17th at the Parish Center from 4:30 p.m. -7:00 p.m. 
Broccoli Cheese, Chicken Noodle, Chili, Pie/
Bars. Adults $5.00  12 & Under $3.00 Pre School - 
Free

Rosary Society Soup 
and Pie Supper

OUR EXPERIENCE AND LOCAL DECISION MAKING CAN 
BENEFIT YOUR FARMING AND BUSINESS OPERATIONS
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IOWA TRUST
   IT WORKS

Bridal Shower
You are invited to a "Come and Go" 
bridal shower honoring Nicole Grif-
fi n, bride elect of  Luke Peterson on 
Saturday, October 27, from 1:00-3:00 
PM at the Sacred Heart Parish Center in 
Laurens. Nicole and Luke are registered 
at Heart & Home and JH Design in 
Laurens, The Straw Horse in Albert City, 
Target and Wal Mart.

Baby 
Shower
Join us for a Come & 
Go Baby Shower for 
Holly Mefferd. 10:00-
11:30 AM on Satur-
day, October 20th at 
the Pocahontas Public Library.

Please join us in celebrating 
the 40th Wedding Anniver-
sary of  our parents, Richard 
and Ann Main. Come and 
Go reception at the Laurens 
United Methodist Church on 
Sunday, October 21, 2007, 
from 2-4pm.
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40th Anniversary
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Classical Guitarist Peter Fletcher will 
entertain us at 7 pm Thursday, October 
11th at the Laurens Library.  A native of  
Atlanta, GA, Peter Fletcher began guitar 
study at the age of  seven under classical 
guitar instructor, John Sutherland. In 
December, 1983, he made his formal 
debut at the age of  fi fteen under the 
auspices of  The Brasstown Concert 
Association in North Carolina. In 1990, 
the Music Teacher’s National Association 
(MTNA) awarded Fletcher a prize at its 
National Level Competition. In 1995, 
he received the Master of  Music degree 
from the Eastman School of  Music 
under Nicholas Goluses, and was twice 
the recipient of  an Eastman Graduate 
Award.

Welcome Peter Fletcher
     He is in demand as a performer in 
cultural venues throughout the country.  
A very special guest engagement was 
Fletcher’s appearance in May 2005 at 
the World Music Series in Oceanside, 
California. In January, 2005, Mr. Fletcher 
was invited to join the distinguished 
Jury of  the 9th Annual Schadt String 
Competition in Allentown, Pennsylvania. 
In February 2007 he made his New York 
Debut at Weill Recital Hall at Carnegie 
Hall.

     His many radio and television 
appearances have included Storyline on 
the Turner Broadcasting System (TBS); 
Fox-affi liate WAGA-TV’s “Good Day 
Atlanta”; NBC Lima News WLIO in 
Ohio and KCSC in Oklahoma City.

Peter Fletcher’s three recordings, The 
Art of  Classical Guitar, A Peter Fletcher 
Recital and Federico Mompou: Guitar 
Works, have received critical acclaim. 
Mr. Fletcher’s latest recording, Peter 
Fletcher plays Erik Satie, was released in 
September ‘05. It involves an all- Satie 
project for which he himself  wrote the 
guitar transcriptions.

    Peter’s interests outside of  music 
include reading and cross-country 
running. He lives in New York City.

Join us at the Laurens Public Library 
for a free concert Thursday, October 
11th at 7:00 sponsored by the Laurens 
Public Library Foundation.

Local pirates spotted at the Laurens Library!! A special 
8th birthday party for two Laurens "pirates in training" 
would not have been as much fun without going to the 
library for some special pirate stories and a hidden trea-
sure with our very own Pirate Glenda!
Thank you from all of  the Crew Members and "Walk 
the plank!"

Local Pirate Spotted!
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Banana Bread to 
Die For…  Literally!
A fi nal look at Maui

Today we head north out 
of  Lahaina and the 

sights are again spectacular.  Twisting, 
winding roads with scenery that rang-
es from rainforest to desert.   High 
cliffs and rocky shorelines protecting 
short stretches of  beautiful beach.  
      Occasionally we'd pull off  the 
road at one of  the many "turn-outs" 
and walk down to the 
beach for 
photos or to 
just absorb the 
natural beauty.   
Often we'd 
share the beach 
with other sight-
seers, sometimes 
we'd have the place 
to ourselves, if  only 
for a short time.
      As we proceeded 
north the road grew 
narrower, the coun-
tryside more deserted and the 
hills a bit steeper.  It seems we'd have 
thought to bring some extra water 
after our trek on the Road to Hana, 
but we didn't and we were hoping to 
fi nd a stop along the way.  Seeing a 
sign near a turn-out, we were hope-
ful and stopped for a peek.   The sign 
indicated that the “best banana bread 
in the universe” was just 5 minutes 
ahead!  Having sampled the “best 
banana bread on the planet” just days 
earlier on the Road to Hana,   we 
were up for it and headed back north.  
The sign's claim matched up with the 
travel book that we were using—so it 
had to be true.

Local News
Travel & Entertainment

     The travel book indicated that 
we'd encounter a narrow twisting road 
ahead and the world's sharpest hairpin 
turn—so tight that there was no pos-
sible way to photograph it.   That's 
because it is at the top of  a steep hill 
at the edge of  a cliff !  We made it 
down one side of  the ONE LANE 
road with no problem, made a 180 at 
the bottom of  the gulch and headed 
up the other side with the hairpin in 
sight.  About a quarter of  the way up, 
we noticed two cars stopped on 

the hill ahead of  
us with drivers 
outside with a 
rather "now 
what" look 
about them.   
As we inched 
toward them, 
we noticed 
two more 
cars trying 
to come 
down 
from the 

hairpin—also 
stopped with drivers outside 

pointing and waving.  Im-
mediately, 
Anita 
and I 
conclud-
ed that 
we were 
satisfi ed 
to have 
sampled 
only the 
best banana 
bread on the 
planet, backed 
down the hill 
far enough to fi nd a 
small indentation in the hillside, spun 
the Jeep around and headed back to 
civilization.   

Biscuits in 
Paradise

Anyone who has traveled with me 
knows that I always locate the near-
est McDonalds before calling it a day 
so as to facilitate my morning "bis-
cuit run".   Whether it be an English 
muffi n or a buttermilk biscuit, there's 
always an egg and a piece of  sausage 
involved.  Even here in paradise I was 
able to enjoy me regular morning fare!   
You will fi nd something a little differ-
ent on the McD's menu in Hawaii—
several offerings made with Spam.   
Apparently a staple there, you could 
even order a Spam McMuffi n!  I 
passed—you have to draw the line 
somewhere!

“Maui Dead”

The phrase "Maui Dead" became  a 
regular part of  our vacation lexicon.   
Eager  to get the best possible deals 
from the Front Street vendors, I tried 
my best to bargain only 

to be verbally slapped 
down with the phrase 
"Maui Dead" and a 
rebuke that always in-
cluded the number of  
years the vendor had 
been in business.   
Once you heard 
the words "Maui 
Dead" you knew 
you were at bot-
tom dollar!   It 
went something 

like this:  Rod:  
"Can we do any better than 

$90 today?"  Vendor:  "I been here 22 
year, Maui Dead--$90!"  Ninety dollars 
it was!

That's it from our trip to Maui.  Hope you 
enjoyed my miscellaneous ramblings!  Rod

Front Street in Lahaina

One lane...  No Guardrail!!!
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Local & School 
Calendar
Oct. 9: Volleyball with Schaller-Crest-
land, JVR, JV & V, 6:00 p.m. at Laurens 
PARENTS NIGHT; JH Football at Sac 
City, 7th & 8th, 4:00 p.m.; JH Volleyball 
at Early, 7th & 8th, 4:00 p.m. 

Oct. 11: JH Volleyball with Newell-Fon-
da, 7th & 8th, 4:00 p.m. in Laurens.  

Oct. 12: Football with Odebolt-Ar-
thur, 7:30 p.m. in Laurens PARENTS 
NIGHT.   

Oct. 13: Twin Lakes Conference Cross 
Country at Pocahontas, B & G, 9:30 a.m.  

Oct 15: District Volleyball at Laurens, 
7:00 p.m.; JV Football with Rockwell 
City-Lytton, 6:00 p.m. in Laurens; JH 
Volleyball at Mallard, 7th & 8th, 4:00 
p.m.

The Pocahontas County Foundation 
grant applications are due October 16, 
2007 for the Foundation's third grant 
cycle. Non profi t agencies or other 
qualifying charitable organizations op-
erating for the benefi t of  Pocahontas 
County may apply.  Grant applications 
and guidelines are available on the fol-
lowing website: www.extension.iastate.
edu/pocahontas/. Copies of  the grant 
application are available at the Poca-
hontas County Extension Offi ce, 305 
N Main, Pocahontas. In the past two 
years, over $94,000 have been given to 
Pocahontas County projects through 
the Foundation.  The 2007-2008 alloca-
tion will be one grant period, with funds 
being announced in December 2007 and 
distributed in January 2008.

Pocahontas Co. 
Foundation 
Grants

At the Library 
with Glenda Mulder
October 9, 2007

 This Thursday evening at 7:00, 
Classical Guitarist Peter Fletcher will 
perform at the library.  He was at the 
library a couple years ago.  If  you saw him 
then, you know he puts on a great show.  
If  you missed him last time, this is your 
chance. Join us Thursday, October 11th 
at 7:00 pm for an evening of  fabulous 
entertainment.

 Bob and Becky Braesch donated 
the children’s books My 1st Chinese New 
Year and Play and Learn French in memory 
of  Pete Hong’s father Van Hong.  Bill and 
Julie Wurr donated the DVDs Madeline’s 
Christmas in memory of  Van Hong and 
Real Wheels: Tractor Adventures in memory 
of  Francis Svuba. 

 Our Halloween tradition of  
magical entertainment will continue this 
year.  Magician Larry Dunbar will start 
his show at 6:30.  He always packs the 
house, so mark it on your calendar and 
plan to join us.  It’s great fun to see all the 
kids in their costumes as they enjoy the 
show.

 We’re bursting with new fi ction 
selections.  These include; Fire in the Blood 
by Irene Nemirovsky, Kissing Christmas 
Goodbye by M.C. Beaton, Noble Lies by 
Charles Benoit, World Without End  by 
Ken Follett, Beyond Seduction by Stephanie 
Laurens, Where Angels Go by Debbie 
Macomber, Beating the Babushka by Tim 
Maleeny, Truth or Bare by Richard Cahill, 
The Brief  Wondrous Life of  Oscar Wao by 
Junot Diaz, North River by Pete Hamill, 

Italian Lover by Robert Helenga, Waiting 
to Surface by Emily Listfi eld and Women 
of  Magdalene by Rosemary Poole-Carter.  
Come choose one!

 We also received a new shipment 
of  large print western fi ction books.  
These include new titles from favorite 
authors Max Brand, Ralph Cotton and 
Lauren Paine among others.

 Our October book of  choice is 
Pigs in Heaven by Barbara Kingsolver. Stop 
at the library and pick up a copy.  Anyone 
is welcome to join us Monday, October 
22nd to talk about this book.

 We’d like to thank Denny Waters 
for his volunteer service of  cleaning the 
carpet at the library.  

Check it out at the Laurens Public 
Library!

THE FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
(Disciples of  Christ) 324 W. Section 
Line Rd., Laurens, Iowa Ph. 841-2455 
Website: www.forministry.com/USI-
ACCDOCFCC1
Wednesday, Oct. 10  - 1:00 p.m. Will-
ing Workers meet at the church; 3:30 
p.m. Chi Rho Kids & Friends; 7:30 p.m. 
Lydia Circle meeting at the Church 

Thursday, Oct. 11 - 9a.m. - 1 p.m. CWF 
Bake Sale & Craft Bazaar; 11a.m - Lunch 
served 

Sunday, Oct 14 - 9:30 a.m. Church 
School for all ages; 10:30 a.m. Worship: 
Heritage Sunday; 11:30 a.m. Potluck 
Fellowship

Join Us This 
Week
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Upper Des Moines Outreach in Poca-
hontas is in need of  donations of  
infant to school age clothing.  So if  you 
have good, used, clean clothing that no 
longer fi ts or is crowding your closets, 
we would be happy to take it off  your 
hands.  We also take ladies’ and men's 
clothing and shoes.  Our offi ce hours 
are 8:30 - 12:00 and 1:00 - 4:00 Monday 
thru Friday.  Your donated items are 
all tax deductible, so ask for a receipt.  
Thanks, UDMO Outreach Pocahontas   
335-3335

UDMO

In the proclamation, Gov. Culver points 
to the 4-H program’s Iowa beginnings in 
1901, making Iowa one of  the pioneers 
in the youth development movement.
     Culver said 4-H helps 
“youth and adults learn, 
grow and work together to 
live the 4-H motto: to make 
the best better.”
     Other points of  pride 
mentioned in the proclama-
tion are the 127,000 youth 
participants, more than 
12,000 adult volunteers and 
more than 100 different 
programs and projects made 
available to Iowa youth 
through Iowa State Univer-
sity Extension.
     Culver also said, “I urge my fellow 
citizens to observe this week by con-
necting with youth, friends, fellow em-

Gov. Chet Culver has offi cially proclaimed 
Oct. 7 - 13, 2007, as National 4-H 
Week in Iowa

ployees and relatives, and with school, 
community and civic groups to engage 
in projects benefi ting their community.” 
     “Governor Culver’s proclamation is 

a great honor to the Iowa 4-H 
program,” said Chuck Morris, 
director of  the Iowa State Uni-
versity Extension 4-H Youth 
Development program. “4-H 
has expanded its curriculum to 
accommodate youth in larger 
towns and cities.  Many proj-
ects and activities emphasize 
science, technology, leadership, 
citizenship and communica-
tion. Iowa youth also continue 
to participate in traditional 4-H 
projects such as livestock and 

gardening.” 
     For more information about 4-H, 
contact your local Iowa State University 
Extension county offi ce or the state 4-H 
offi ce at (515) 294-1017.
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Terry Latham, President and CEO of  
Laurens State Bank, has been named 
to the Iowa Bankers Association's 
(IBA) Management Committee.  Terry 
Latham's responsibilities as a commit-
tee member will include providing input 
on industry and management related 
issues, technology, regulations, Associa-
tion educational programs, and Associa-
tion products and services designed to 
improve the profi tabilty and community 
service of  its member banks.  The com-
mittee is responsible for conducting 
the IBA's Annual Bank Management 
Conference to be held in Des Moines, 
February 6-7, 2008. Terry has worked 
for Laurens State Bank for 20 years and 
has been president and CEO since 1998. 
The Iowa Bankers Association was 
founded in 1887 to provide a progres-
sive voice for Iowa's fi nancial services 
industry.  Today, IBA represents both 
commercial banks and thrifts in the state 
providing services in legislative advo-
cacy, education, regulatory compliance, 
human resources, marketing and com-
munications.

Laurens Banker 
Joins Statewide 
Management 
Committee

841-6986
Downtown Laurens

Every Friday 
Twofers - 5-6 p.m.

Try a single pizza
$2 slice

Send Your News to

The Paper!
www.mylaurens.com   100% User 

Generated Content!
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Alta cruised to a 39-6 win for their 
Homecoming in Alta Friday night.  
The Alta stands were packed and 
cheering for their home team.  The 
Chargers came out sluggish and Alta 
capitalized by scoring their fi rst touch-
down with just over two minutes off 
the clock.  It was a Schmitz 6-yard run 
into the end zone and a Syndergaard 
kick to put the Cyclones up 7-0.
     Schmitz scored again from eight 
yards out and the kick was good, leav-
ing the Chargers scoreless 14-0 with 
4:52 remaining in the fi rst quarter.
     The Chargers had the fi rst posses-
sion of the second quarter, but couldn’t 
put it all together.  A Charger false 
start and penalties set the tone for the 
rest of the night.  Alta’s running back, 
Cody Nesbitt, scored at the 7:16 mark, 
leaving the Chargers behind 20-0.
     The Cyclones immediately got the 
ball back on an on-side kick that the 
Chargers couldn’t grab.  The Chargers 
did manage to stop their opponent 
on a 4th down and one, but couldn’t 
muster any offense against the stingy 
Cyclone defense.  
     Alta struck yet again on a huge 
64-yard run by Nesbitt, making the 
score Alta 26 and the Chargers 0.  L-M 
controlled the ball for the rest of the 
quarter, but never saw the end zone.
     Cody Simpson kicked off for the 
Chargers to begin the third quarter.  
The Cyclones got two quick fi rst 
downs to land them in Charger ter-
ritory. Travis Leuer capitalized on a 
Cyclone third down and 11, going 
high into the air to bring down an 
interception and running 66 yards 
to the Alta 21-yard line before being 
brought down.  With a second down 

Cyclones Ice the Chargers 39-6
and 4 yards to go, quarterback Zach 
Lovin hooked up with Leuer on 
a 3-yard pass for the Chargers 
only score of the night.  A Lovin-
to-Jamison pass was incomplete, 
making the score 26-6.
    Alta struck pay dirt in the 
fourth quarter on a Hansen-to-
Quentin Thomas 26-yard pass 
and put the ball through the 
uprights, putting the Cyclones 
on top 33-6.
     The Chargers continued to 
infl ict pain on themselves, letting 
Alta score their fi nal touchdown 
on a 32-yard run by Cody Nes-
bitt, icing the Chargers 39-6.
     The Laurens-Marathon defense 
made some big stops last week against 
Newell-Fonda, but the unit was ex-
posed by Kevin Hammer’s Cyclones 
racking up 463 yards offensively, while 
limiting Mike Ehn’s Chargers to just 
141 yards of offense. Junior Gary 
Brechler watched from the sidelines 
almost the entire second half after 
a collision at mid fi eld.  He joined 
classmates Adam Woodin (medical rea-
sons) and Jarrod Reese (injured knee 
last week).  Andrew Hanson, Rueben 
Wenell, Travis Leuer, Tyler Smith, 
Cody Hubbell, Gary Brechler, and 
Ryan Sernett all put up a great effort 
defensively, but will need to re-group 
for their last home 
game of the season 
next week hosting 
Odebolt-Arthur for 
Parent’s Night.  The 
L-M offense will be 
picking apart the 
O-A game tapes to 
try to get back in 
the win column next 
Friday night.  

Local News
School News

Pictured above are Riley Bell and 
Connor Johnson, this year’s Butter 
Braid sales champs.  Bell was the 
champion, selling 102 Butter Braids 
with Johnson coming in second with 
78.  Riley received a $30 prize from 
the FFA and an unexpected $50 
bonus donated by the Butter Braid 
company.  Connor received a $20 
prize for his second-place effort.  
This year was one of  the most suc-
cessful Butter Braid promotions that 
the L-M FFA has ever had!

Butter Braid Sales 
Champs!

Send Your News to

The Paper!
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Kacie Woodley went 18 for 21 in hitting 
with 11 kills to help lead Laurens-Mar-
athon to a 25-12, 25-12, 25-17 win over 
Ruthven-Ayrshire.  Jordan Sundblad was 
13 for 14 in hitting with six kills and 
Shelby Heuton  went 15 for 16 in hitting 
with fi ve kills.  Kylie Woodley had 14 set  
assists and 13 digs. Kim Kenobbie went 
8 for 10 in hitting with three kills and 
Amanda Zylstra  was 6 for 6 with three 
kills and six digs.  Diana Johnsen led the 
Chargers with nine digs while Megan 
Cleveland had eight digs.

Chargers 
Smash R-A

The Laurens-Marathon Volleyball team 
smashed the Storm Lake St Mary's vol-
leyball team as they went 25-11, 25-9, 
25-4 on Tuesday, October, 2. Jordan 
Sundblad lead the Chargers with 10 kills 
followed by Kacie Woodley with 8 kills 
for the night.  Shelby Heuton charted 
four kills, Kim Kenobbie had 3 kills 
and Amanda Zylstra had 2 kills. Megan 
Cleveland charted 15 digs while Diana 
Johnsen had 6 digs.  Kylie Woodley 
recorded 20 set assists for the night.

Chargers Spike 
St. Mary’s

Chargers Win HMS Tournament

The L-M Charger volleyball squad has been on a hot streak!  
They are pictured here with the trophy that they received for 
winning the HMS Tournament in Hartley a couple of  week-
ends ago.  After many years of  trying, last year’s Charger squad 
fi nally won this annual affair.  This year’s squad did it again--
back-to back championships for the Chargers!  Hats off  to the 
ladies and to Kerry Feekes and his staff.  It appears that the 
Chargers have re-loaded and are ready to roll!
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Despite the rain that greeted the 
Laurens Marathon cross country 
teams at Pocahontas on Saturday 
morning, September 29, they had 
a successful day of  running.  Out 
of  the nine teams and 60 runners 
competing, the varsity boys won the 
meet with 63 points, beating Prairie 
Valley, who had 85 points.  Finishing 
the 5-K race for L-M were:  Trent  
Kischer, 6th in 18:36; David Jones, 
9th in 18:46 ;  Chad Kischer, 10th in 
19:03 ; Justin Depew, 18th in 19:45; 
Bennett Bargloff, 20th in 19:48; Case 
Bieri, 22nd in 20:02.  The Junior 
Varsity boys team was also victori-
ous. Running for L-M was:  Carl-
ton Tapley, 1st; Mark Griffi n, 3rd;  
Damion Wilson, 9th; Luke Sundblad, 
10th; Devin Lind, 14th.  Chelsea 
Musjgerd placed 7th in the girls race.  

LM CC Teams Finish Strong at Poky Invite

Also running for L-M was Megan 
Hertz, Kolesa Herrig, Nikki Cox, 
Destiny Wiley, & Kelsey Fredericks. 
The Laurens-Marathon cross country 

Local News
Sports

teams will run again at Pocahontas 
on October 13, when they will com-
pete in the Twin Lakes Conference 
Meet.

Chelsea Musjgerd, left, has been a strong performer for 
the Chargers.  She’s pictured here leading the pack at 
Pokie! 

Pictured below: Trent, David, & Bennett at 
Pocahontas
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By Rod Johnson

There are some things that 
everyone should have the op-
portunity to experience at least 

once in their lifetime.   When you think 
of  sports in that context, you might 
say that having the opportunity to at-
tend the Super Bowl or a World Series 
game would certainly fall into that elite 
class of  events--Ok, maybe a big time 
playoff  game!   Having had the oppor-
tunity to work at the prestigious Dres-
sage at Devon these past few years, 
I would have to say that this event is 
one that everyone should see at least 
once—if  you can get hold of  a ticket!
     Dressage at Devon is the most 
prestigious Dressage event on the east 
coast and has been held each Sep-
tember since 1979 in Devon, PA, just 
west of  Philly.  A benefi t event for the 
Thorncroft Therapeutic Riding Center, 
Dressage at Devon attracts competi-
tors from across the country as well as 
from Canada, South America and occa-
sionally, Europe.  Typically the weather 
is warm and sunny throughout the day 
and cool and crisp into the evening 
performances.  Not quite fall, but a bit 
past summer.   The vintage fairgrounds 
features a classic old arena—the Dixon 
Oval—where the major classes com-
pete.  Surrounding the oval are small 
cottages--smaller than an old style 
one car garage--that house the ven-
dors.   Everything from hot dogs to the 
Hermes of  Paris.
     BJ Berry and Corrin Brechler have 
been working at Devon for several 
days already setting things up and 
working the annual breed show earlier 
in the week.   They rotate out and head 
home as I arrive on Thursday evening 
for the Dressage competition.  Ann 

HorseTech’s Riders Shine at Devon
Katona from central Kentucky has 
arrived earlier in the day and will work 
with me through the weekend. 
     HorseTech co-hosts the hospitality 
tent well back from the crowd—back 
by the barns where the serious folks 
are looking for caffeine at 7:00 AM 
each morning.  Along with media giant 
Primedia, HorseTech provides hot cof-
fee, bagels and bottled water through-
out the day and 
wine and cheese 
in the evening.   
It is here that 
we have the 
opportunity to 
stop and visit 
with some of  
the top dres-
sage com-
petitors in the 
sport.  Many of  
these riders rely 
on HorseTech 
for their supple-
ments and a 
few are riders 
that receive 
HorseTech 
sponsorship.   
This year, World Cup competitor (6th) 
Courtney King, an Olympic hopeful, 
and newcomer Liz Austin carried the 
mantle for HorseTech as the riders 
hoped to perform well in this Olympic 
qualifi er. 
     Saturday evening is THE night to 
be at Devon--it is the musical freestyle 
fi nals and we close up shop in time to 
catch the performance from the spon-
sor's booth.   For the freestyle,  com-
petitors are able to design their own 
programs set to music of  their choos-
ing rather than simply performing a 
standard dressage program, or "test" as 
it is referred to.   You'll see impressive 

European warmblood horses (typically 
the horses are quite large—frequently 
over 17 hands) moving elegantly to 
jazz, swing, classical, rock and maybe 
even some reggae music.   All the while 
the crowd sits in their assigned boxes 
with their favorite wine, cheese, fruit, 
etc.    With the right horse and rider 
and the right music, the oval literally 
rocks!   When the weather is cool and 

clear, Saturday 
night at Devon is 
simply magical—
something to sit 
back and behold.  
This year, it 
looked as though 
Courtney King 
and Idocus might 
take the freestyle 
gold with a score 
of  73.00.  Unfor-
tunately, Lars Pe-
terson (Denmark) 
scored a 73.40 
dropping Court-
ney into second.  
Still, an evening 
to remember.
     Sunday 

features the GP Special—no music—
each horse performing the exact same 
test in front of  the judges.   Here the 
HorseTech sponsored riders take fi rst 
and second with Courtney taking top 
honors on Mythilus while Liz Aus-
tin secured the red ribbon on Olivier 
(known as Fizzy around the barn).   By 
5:30 the competition is complete, the 
trophies have been awarded and I'm 
back at the tent fi nishing the tear-
down.  It's time to head home, already 
looking forward to next year!  

HorseTech, located in Laurens, provides 
products to many top riders in the country in 
return for their endoresement.
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Cathy Pohlman
Personal Banking Offi cer
cpohlman@iowatrustbank.com
104 N 3rd Street,   Laurens, Iowa 50554
712.841.2588  866.558.6547
Fax 712.841.2029 www.iowatrustbank.com

FOR RENT: Nice two bedroom apart-
ment - appliances, garage,  heat includ-
ed.  Call (712) 841-4735

'93 PROWLER 5th WHEEL for 
sale 33.5ft, good shape, $7500 Must 
sell, currently at Redwood Resort/Lost 
Island, call to see! 712-841-6999

Free!  Cement Stairs - 36Hx60W, top 
level is 42x60, includes metal handrails.  
Free!! pick up 5 miles E. of  Laurens. 
712-845-6075.

For Sale: Cosco Alpha Omega con-
vertible car seat-purchased 2004 $50.00   
Evenfl o Discovery Travel system (infant 
car seat and folding stroller) purchased 
2003 $75.00.  (712) 841-4441

For Sale: Complete wardrobe for a 
baby boy born in January from newborn 
to 9 months (includes bottles, pacifi ers 
and sippy cups)  $50.00.  (712) 841-4441

Halloween dance and costume con-
test with cash prizes.  The band is Stage 
Fright.  Cover charge $5.00.  Saturday, 
November 3rd from 8:00 – midnight at 
the Marathon Community Center.  Mark 
your calendar now!

Annual Bake & Craft Bazaar Thur., 
Oct. 25th (postponed from the 11th) 
at the First Christian Church. Coffee & 
rolls at 9:30 a.m. Lunch service begins at 
11:00 a.m.

ATTENTION: It's time to start
thinking about winter snow removal!  
Call Brian Slama at (712) 848-3329 or 
(515) 201-8349-cell.


